
A MULTI-MILLION rebuild is transforming Por-
irua College into a high-tech, ultra-modern learning 
environment. 

Stage one is complete and the difference 
between old and new is like stepping from 
night into day.

A block of old box-style classrooms linked 
by a long dark corridor has been remodelled 
into a bright, colourful, open-plan learning 
area, with glass walled rooms alongside and 
a sunny central courtyard.

Since the Year 9 and 10 students started 
using the new learning area in late July 
student pride has blossomed, truancy has 
dropped and graffiti is down, says Porirua 
College Deputy Principal Ana Rees.

“Just having a new environment to learn 
in is very inspiring. Students feel really val-
ued.”

The $18.5 million Porirua College rebuild 
has been funded by the Ministry of Educa-
tion. It will involve the creation of four 
separate, open-plan houses that will incor-
porate flexible learning areas with wireless 
internet. 

The rebuild includes a performing arts 

centre, revamped library, improvements to 
the gymnasium and a remodelled adminis-
tration area.

The new design for Porirua College is 
based on work done by Fielding Nair Inter-
national, a Seattle-based planning and archi-
tectural design firm, that works with schools 
around the world. 

The company has won 11 international 
awards for schools it has designed; not just 
for quality architecture, but also for im-
proved educational outcomes. 

Alongside the rebuild, Porirua College is 
also shaking up the way students learn, by 
embracing the new school curriculum, due 
to be implemented by 2010.

Under the new curriculum students are 
encouraged to become independent, high-

tech learners, with teachers working along-
side, rather than dictating the way forward. 
Its vision is for students to be confident, 
connected and actively involved lifelong 
learners.

“The new curriculum is not authoritarian. 
It’s very collaborative and very much based 
on the Maori model Ako, where students 
and teachers learn alongside each other. It’s 
a real shift in the way teachers think. They 
are no longer the sole holders of power in 
that relationship. Students have more choic-
es about what they do.”

The new approach to learning at Porirua 
College and the revamped learning environ-
ment will be a powerful combination, says 
Ms Rees.

“It’s definitely going to be a school that 

people will want to send their kids to.” 
Stage one of the rebuild, known as Te Ara 

Hou Ala Fou (The new Pathway), is being 
used as a trial before the remainder of the 
school is rebuilt.

“It gives us an opportunity to try a 21st 
century style of learning . . . so we can make 
some decisions about what works for our 
students.”

Students, staff and parents were consulted 
about what they wanted from the redesign 
and first year graphics students chose the 
colourful furnishings and upholstery.

Students involved in the first stage of de-
velopment are raving about the changes. 

In a recent survey they said: 
• “We have more say in what we are learning 

and how we learn.”

• “I look forward to coming to class in the 
morning.”

• “I might do better – it’s a better school 
now.”

• “Kids are more interested and following 
the rules.”

• “Teachers are more happy.”
• “I’ve stopped bunking classes now.”
• “The kids are different – being kind to each 

other and have a different attitude to their 
learning.”

• “Learning is easier.”
Work is now underway on stage two; the 

construction of three new houses due to be 
completed in mid 2009. The remainder of 
the rebuild is on track to be completed in 
time for the 2011 school year. 

Porirua College 
transformed into  
hi-tech learning  
environment

Porirua City goes green
PORIRUA CITY COUNCIL has received 
an award for its work to reduce the effects 
of climate change.

It was awarded the Milestone 1 award 
in the five-milestone programme run by 
the Communities for Climate Protection® 
– New Zealand Programme.

The award recognises its work to cre-
ate an inventory of the emissions pro-
duced by the council’s activities and by 
local residents and businesses. 

Mayor Jenny Brash accepted the award 
and says the council will use the data to 
set emission targets and design a pro-
gramme of actions to reduce emissions.

The Communities for Climate Protec-
tion® – New Zealand Programme is a 
New Zealand Government initiative deliv-
ered by ICLEI Oceania, working in part-
nership with the Ministry for the Environ-
ment. 

ICLEI Oceania Chief Executive Officer 
Wayne Wescott says “Porirua City Coun-
cil is implementing actions such as reduc-
ing waste, using energy efficient products 
and encouraging alternative forms of 
transport, not only to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, but to significantly improve 
the quality of life for the community.”

Pataka on the world stage
VISIT the website of London’s prestigious 
Saatchi Gallery and you’ll find Porirua’s 
world class art gallery Pataka. 

A link to Pataka and its exhibitions fea-
tures in the Museums of the World sec-
tion.  It describes Pataka as the cultural 
heart of Porirua City; dedicated to cele-
brating our heritage and showcasing the 
very best in contemporary Maori, Pacific 
Island and New Zealand art. 

The Saatchi Gallery has been a major 
influence on art in Britain since its opening 
in 1985. It aims to provide an innovative 
forum for contemporary art, presenting 
work by largely unseen young artists or 
by established international artists whose 
work has been rarely or never exhibited 
in Britain. 

Boost for Porirua youth services
PORIRUA CITY COUNCIL has been 
granted $200,000 over three years for an 
innovative project that will benefit local 
young people. 

The Youth Services Collaborative 
Project is aimed at supporting youth serv-
ices in Eastern Porirua that provide after 
school, holiday and evening services to 
young people.

Porirua City Mayor Jenny Brash wel-
comed the $200,000 grant which is part of 
a $1.1 million package going to councils 
across the country.

“The Youth Services Collaborative 
Project Research has shown that positive 
activities for young people are needed at 
these times,” she says.

“The project will help strengthen the 
seven organisations involved, some of 
whom are volunteer-based and operating 
with very little resources, to better support 
our young people,” Mayor Brash says.
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PORIRUA CITY businessman Rod 
Hall is a great man to know in an 
emergency.

Not only does he head a successful company 
selling survival equipment for homes and busi-
nesses, he is also a master of the Mana Coast-
guard in Plimmerton.

Mr Hall’s company Survive-IT grew out of 
his love of sailing. He and his partner Bridget 
had to be totally self-sufficient as they sailed 
from Britain to New Zealand and back.

When they finally settled down-under, Mr 
Hall noticed a gap in the market in New Zea-
land for quality survival equipment.

He first spent a year researching and sourc-
ing products locally and internationally, be-
fore launching the company on the internet in 
2005.

“I wanted a kit that had a good spectrum of 
what you need in an emergency without going 
completely over the top.” He also wanted to 

keep prices down.
Mr Hall started by focusing on the home 

market and moved into the corporate market 
a year later. Since then demand has doubled 
every year, with a number of government de-
partments, big companies and councils among 
his clients.

“I never looked back and it’s still expand-
ing.”

He’s just taken on new staff and is looking to 
move into bigger premises.

Survive-IT offers a huge range of survival 
equipment for people building their own sur-
vival kits, as well as complete kits to cater for 
everyone from a small family to a company 
with hundreds of staff. 

Among the products he offers is a food ration 
developed in America that has a shelf-life of 
five years. Mr Hall has trialled the shortbread-
style biscuit himself, living off it and water 
comfortably for 24 hours.

Mr Hall also provides a service maintaining 
survival stores for big companies and corpo-
rates or upgrading and restocking old kits.

No two kits are the same and he works with 
each client to custom-design emergency packs 
to suit their needs. He’s also developed a desk-
top emergency kit to cater for workers needing 
to head home in an emergency.

Mr Hall is keen to help raise awareness 
among New Zealanders about the need to be 
prepared for an emergency. His website carries 
a lot of helpful information as well as links to 
other useful sites.

“I put everything on the website and I en-
courage people to get prepared. If they buy one 
of my kits, that’s fantastic.”

Checkout www.survive-it.co.nz

• This week (October 5 to 11) is disaster aware-
ness week with a range of events happening 
around Wellington. 

Porirua City man’s on-line calendar software goes global
AN ON-LINE calendar manage-
ment system, designed by Porirua 
City businessman Gary Koornneef, 
is being marketed internationally 
with the aid of Trade and Enterprise 
funding.

Mr Koornneef created the system, with a bit 
of technical assistance, to manage his franchise 
The NZ House Inspection Company. Since then 
it has attracted big interest nationally and inter-
nationally.

“There’s huge potential, not only for the growth 
of the business, but also for taking it offshore.”

The calendar is computer-based and allows 
Mr Koornneef to easily keep track of his 16 fran-
chisees. At the same time it provides them with 
a simple system for logging jobs, handling pa-
per-work and keeping track of business. It has a 
number of automatic functions, such as securing 
client approval and invoicing.

Its appeal is its ease of use, says Mr Koorn-
neef. “It’s very easy to understand and use. Our 
intention is to take things away from the guys that 
they don’t need to understand, such as calcula-
tions. This does it all for them.”

He is already working with a couple of New 
Zealand companies interested in the system and 
his international marketing push is starting in Du-
bai, where a number of Kiwi companies operate.

“It’s really good being able to show people a 
solution for them that will really affect their bot-
tom line, and allow them to concentrate on the 

parts of the business that make money.”
The system has allowed Mr Koornneef to step 

away from the day-to-day running of his busi-
ness, although he still carries out inspection work 
on Mt Ruapehu ski huts when required.

That lets him to indulge his passion for skiing, 
which is only slightly hampered by a broken ten-
don in his thumb achieved in a recent accident on 
the slopes.

Mr Koornneef bought the Wellington franchise 
of the New Zealand House Inspection Company 
(NZHIC) in 2000 and established the head office 
at Mana in Porirua City. 

He took over the whole company in 2002 and 
in 2005 achieved membership of the Franchise 
Association. 

NZHIC now handles the largest proportion of 
house inspection work in the country, he believes, 
based on the percentage of houses sold. 

He says New Zealanders are slowly recognis-
ing the importance of house inspection. On aver-
age just 30 per cent of homes are inspected before 
purchase, but the rate is growing. That compares 
to a rate of around 90% in other western coun-
tries.

“What we always say is you get your car 
checked over six months. A house is a far bigger 
asset why wouldn’t you get that checked every 
year? A regular maintenance check or pre-pur-
chase inspection can save huge costs later.”

The company also carries out work for the 
Earthquake Commission (EQC) assessing earth-
quake and land damage. 

School’s In! Porirua College Deputy 
Principal Ana Rees joins students in 
the colourful new open-plan learning 
area developed as the first stage in 
a multi-million dollar rebuild of the 
school.

Ready and able. Survive-It director Rod Hall and business manager Jo 
Keats specialise in preparing for emergencies.

Bright spark. Porirua businessman Gary Koornneef is taking a bright idea and finding an 
international market for it.

EXHIBITIONS, EVENTS  
AND ENTERTAINMENT
Unless stated otherwise the 
exhibitions, seminars and work-
shops listed below are held at 
Pataka Museum of Arts & Cul-
tures, Cnr Parumoana and Nor-
rie Streets, ph 237-1511.

4 Oct to 8 Feb 2009 
Ricky Maynard, Australian 
Aboriginal Photographer  
Maynard, of Tasmanian Aborigi-
nal descent, is a documentary 
photographer who lives on 
Flinders Island in Bass Strait 
between Tasmania and the 
southeast Australian main-
land. This exhibition presents 
his latest developing body of 
work, plus a selection of earlier 
works.

4 Oct to 23 Nov  
Te Di Todus Mis Suenos.  
I Give You All My Dreams 
Dutch photographer Desiree 
Dolron captures something of  
Cuba’s chaotic past within 
these images of Cuba today.

To 23 Nov   
Subjects To Hand  
Joanna Margaret Paul is one of 
the New Zealand’s most prolific 
and intriguing artists. She died 
in 2003 and this exhibition of  
her drawings pays tribute to 
her ability to find beauty in the 
ordinary details of life.

To 19 Oct  
Toi Rangatira  
Artwork by Whanau of Ngati 
Toa Rangatira on display in the 
Bottle Creek Gallery.

23 Oct to 16 Nov  
Masala  
The story of spices and Indian 
cuisine, Bottle Creek Gallery.

1 – 12 Oct 
Form and Function 
Works on board by Trevor 
Kohing and Elisabeth Vullings 
in the Blue Pacific Gallery. 
Explore textured surfaces and 
formal lines and functional 

structures and subjects relevant 
to New Zealand. 

To Oct 5    
Lightwaves  
The Professional Weavers 
Network of New Zealand 
‘throws light’ on to new ways 
of approaching contemporary 
handweaving. Exhibitors have 
expanded their skills using in-
novative ideas and materials.

To 1 Feb 2009  
North Road  
References a map of the old 
Porirua Road drawn in 1849 
by Thomas Fitzgerald, which 
traces the route from Johnson-
ville to Paekakariki. It draws 
on the diary entries of early 
travellers who ventured north of 
Wellington, and features draw-
ings, prints and paintings.

SPECIAL EVENTS  
AND FESTIVALS

Until October 12  
Loritz Circus ‘Out Of Africa’ 
Come to the Big Top for all the 
fun of the circus. Marvel at the 
Royal Kenya Acrobats, enjoy 
juggling, human pyramids and  
breathtaking aerial acts.  
See Jumbo the Giant African 
Elephant. Performances at 
2pm, Takapuwahia Park, Titahi 
Bay Rd. For more information 
see www.LoritzCircus.com or 
contact 021 709 788

30 Oct to 22 Nov  
BAT BOY the musical  
Porirua Little Theatre presents 
Bat Boy a rock musical about a 
half bat, half boy creature. He 
is looked after by the local vet 
and his family but the townsfolk 
suspect him of being evil and 
demand he be sent out of town.
Performances Wednesday to 
Saturday, starting 8pm at Por-
irua Little Theatre, Whitehouse 
Rd, Titahi Bay. For tickets visit 
www.iticket.co.nz  
or call 0508 484 2538.

WHAT’S ON IN  
PORIRUA CITYWELLINGTON region’s most highly re-

garded backpacker accommodation – Por-
irua City’s Moana Lodge – has been awarded 
Qualmark’s top five-star rating. 

Qualmark is New Zealand tourism’s official 
mark of quality and Moana Lodge joins an ex-
clusive club of just 14 backpackers in New Zea-
land, three of them in Wellington, with the five-
star rating.

Owners Helen and John Chipper are over the 
moon.

“Our team has worked really hard and we 
haven’t just worked hard for a day, we’ve worked 
hard for years, to get the lodge to this point.”

The lodge has a prime position in the pictur-
esque seaside village of Plimmerton, just across 
the road from the beach and close to restaurants, 
cafes and shops.

When Helen and John bought the former hos-

tel nearly ten years ago it was quite run down 
and they developed a 10-year plan that involved 
bringing the lodge up to five-star standard.

Their work has paid off in many ways.
Over the years they have built an international 

reputation that sees 95 per cent of guests coming 
from overseas and nearly a third booking on the 
recommendation of previous visitors.

For eight years Moana Lodge has achieved 
the top rating for the Wellington region in the 
annual Budget Backpackers Association survey 
of guests. And it is rated as “exceptional, im-
maculate and inviting” in the 2007 Lonely Planet 
Guide to New Zealand. 

Helen says they went for the five-star rating 
to see how they compared to other backpackers 
around the country when assessed across quality 
criteria. 

To achieve it Moana Lodge was tested against 

hundreds of set criteria in a five-hour assessment. 
They were examined across everything from the 
quality of cutlery and linen, to their policies and 
procedures and the standard of hygiene and sus-
tainability.

“It pretty much goes through every nook and 
cranny. We certainly felt we had been put through 
our paces.”

The news they’d achieved the top rating came 
four days after their first grandchild was born – 
so it was a whirlwind few days.

“This rating has its own status.  It’s confirma-
tion for guests that they can be assured of a cer-
tain degree of quality,” says Helen.

The lodge is celebrating its tenth anniversary 
on December 21 this year with an open day for 
local residents who have supported them so well 
over the years.

Checkout www.moanalodge.co.nz

Five-star backpacking at Plimmerton lodge

Porirua firm plans to see we Survive-IT


